




Dear Friends and Benefactors,

A year of unprecedented events, 2020 has been difficult for all of us, 
even if only because of its volatile uncertainty.  We’ve been given a clear 
demonstration of how the world can very quickly change, and of the 
truth that there is no lasting peace and security in this life.  The warning 
of St. Paul to the Thessalonians is being proven in our time: “For when 
they shall say, peace and security,” St. Paul predicted, “then shall sudden 
destruction come upon them, as the pains upon her that is with child, 
and they shall not escape” (I Thess. 5:3).

Yet who can deny what a grace it has been to undergo the adversities of 
2020? Many of us have developed a more profound appreciation for the 
sacraments, especially the Mass. Perhaps we have also come to realize, 
as holy Job did, that “The life of man upon earth is warfare, and his days 
are like the days of a hireling” (Job 7:1).

We might protest to God about this plight of ours if He himself had 
not also experienced it.  What do we prepare for during Advent, other 
than the reassuring reality that the Word of God left the bosom of the 
Holy Trinity and subjected himself to our human condition? From the 
moment of his birth into poverty He became the “son of man”-a title 
He used more often in the Gospels than the “son of God.” He is truly 
Emmanuel-God with us.

In contemplating the creche this year, we can ask for the grace to 
understand that “The servant is not greater than his master” (Jn. 15:20).  
No fear or despair should pervade our hearts, but rather the supernatural 
assurance that our God is always with us in our trials, even as He awaits 
us in heaven with our reward for perseverance in fidelity. I wish you a 
most blessed Advent and a holy Christmas.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College
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