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Dear Friends and Benefactors,

In times past, the Catholic Church established 
certain religious orders to provide Catholic education. 
Honoring Our Lord’s admonition to “Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not; 
for such is the kingdom of heaven” (Mark 10:14), 
the religious of orders such as St. Jean-Baptiste de 
La Salle’s Christian Brothers and St. Madeleine-
Sophie Barat’s Society of the Sacred Heart radiated 
a tremendous love for souls through the Catholic 
education of boys and girls. 

Some of these orders provided in-depth training 
in education and pedagogical methods, while others 
offered a less specialized approach to religious life. 
The Brothers and the Sisters of the Society are not 
primarily educators, but Archbishop Lefebvre made 
it clear that schools are a priority and that teaching 
is within the purview of the Society religious. The 
Brothers and Sisters are trained to teach catechism 
and some are qualified in other subjects as well, but it’s 
simply their presence in our schools and community 
that is potentially profoundly beneficial, given that 
emulation is a significant aspect of education.

Everyone learns more from the person he or she 
admires than from the person who has the most to 
say.  A soul whose whole life is consecrated to the 
service of God not only inspires vocations and habits 
of virtue, but also reminds everyone of the presence of 
God. Religious are angels amongst us, in that sense.

As we celebrate 40 years of the Sisters’ foundation 
here in St. Mary’s, we can see the fruits of their 
presence, including many vocations and many souls, 
parents, and former students who have expressed 
their gratitude for the work and prayers of the Sisters. 
Their 40-year anniversary here gives us continuing 
hope for the future of our girls and for the boys, now 
that we have Brothers in our midst.   Let us pray for 
many more holy religious vocations.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Sacred Heart,
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Recollection of the Sisters' Arrival at St. Marys
by Sr. Mary St. Anne

On the feast of the Holy Guardian Angels, 
October 2nd, 1981, three of us, Sr. Mary Jude, 

Sr. Mary Augustine, and Sr. Mary St. Anne, boarded a 
plane in Paris and landed in Kansas City at 8:30 pm.  
Fr. Bolduc, Fr. Collins, and Fr. Berry were waiting for 
us at the airport, ready to drive us to St. Mary’s, the 
first overseas foundation of the Sisters of the Society 
St. Pius X.

The trip from the airport seemed long, and at last 
we arrived on campus, passing through Our Lady’s 
Circle and parking near the main chapel (for at that 
time, Mission St. still ran through our campus).  Fr. 
Bolduc led us to the main chapel where the Blessed 
Sacrament was exposed for the First Friday Holy 
Hour.   We knelt to adore and thank the Sacred Heart 
from the bottom of our hearts for bringing us safely 
to St. Mary’s.

In the meantime, Fr. Collins and Fr. Berry 
unloaded the van and carried our heavy suitcases 
into the convent where everything had been carefully 
cleaned and prepared for us.  Nothing was lacking!  
After a quick tour of our new home, we were happy 
to settle down for a good night’s rest.

The next day, October 3rd, first Saturday and the 
feast of St. Therese of the Child Jesus, the Holy Mass 

was celebrated for the first time in our little 
convent chapel.  After Mass, we sang the  
Magnificat in thanksgiving for our safe trip 
and to implore our Blessed Mother’s help 
and blessing upon our new apostolate here.  

Throughout that first day, several 
people came to introduce themselves to us.  
Between visits we started unpacking and 
organizing the convent.  We made time for 
a walk outside, during which we discovered 
just how big and beautiful St. Mary’s is.  
We were in awe of all of the impressive 
buildings!  Before supper that evening, we 
had a short chant practice as we would sing 
the Sunday High Mass—just our three little 
voices in the big chapel full of parishioners!  

After Sunday Mass, we had the joy to 
meet many more parishioners and children 
from the school.  The children were 

especially eager to meet the  Sisters and find 
out which one would be teaching them.  That 

evening at 5:00pm, Vespers was sung for the first 
time in the Assumption Chapel. 

Later that week, on October 7th, feast of the 
Holy Rosary, a parish gathering was held both to 

Sr. Mary Michael, the first Sister to enter the Society, 
visited St. Mary's in August 1980 to evaluate the campus in 
preparation for the Sisters' arrival.

Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre met with Sister Mary Jude and Sister Mary 
Augustine during his visit in June 1982.



3

say goodbye to Fr. Pinto who was leaving for his 
nomination in Texas, and to welcome the Sisters.  
This get together was held on the second floor of the 
old library building, now known as Jogues. (In 1981 
the second floor of that building was just a single 
room called the “hospitality room”; that room was 
later changed into the parish thrift shop.)  During 
the gathering, both priests and faithful kept repeating 
over and over, “At last, the Sisters are here!”   We 
certainly received a very warm and inviting welcome!

During that first week, we met with the priests 
to organize how the  Sisters could best assist them in 
their apostolate, primarily focusing on having contact 
with the young girls, as Archbishop Lefebvre had 
intended in sending us here to St. Mary’s.  During 
these meetings, it was decided that Sr. Mary St. Anne 
would teach religion to the 10th-12th grade girls and 
Sr. Mary Jude would teach the 9th grade girls and the 
1st-2nd graders.  At that time, the Girls’ School was in 
Coppens and the Boys’ School was in Bellarmine.  Sr. 
Mary Augustine who was still just learning English, 
was given the important task of caring for the sacred 
linens and vestments.  The following school year, 
Sister’s English had improved so much that she was 

able to teach religion to the 5th-6th grade girls.
Little by little, the Sisters’ apostolate, in helping 

our priest in the parish and school, developed.  In 
addition to the lower and high school religion 
classes, we taught sewing, cooking, child care and 
womanhood classes to the high schoolers.  There were 
weekly schola practices.  1984 saw the beginnings of 
the Association of the Children of Mary.  

Our first impressions of St. Mary’s remain the 
same: St. Mary’s is big; big in the number of families 
who have left friends, family and home in other states 
to be near Our Lord in His daily Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass and in His sacraments and to confide their 
children to Our Lady’s academy and college; big, not 
only in its grounds, in its imposing buildings, but 
big also in its vast apostolate; big in the Sacred Heart 
League’s faithful generosity and charity; big as to all 
the men and women who work so tirelessly in all the 
different departments on campus, whether cooking, 
cleaning, church sewing, maintenance, teaching, and 
the list goes on!  Yes, St. Mary’s is big in many ways.  
We pray that Our Blessed Mother may continue to 
shower this precious campus with her biggest and 
choicest graces. 

Sr. Mary St. Anne, one of the three founding members of the St. Mary's convent, teaches the girls the liturgy in the early years 
of the Academy.
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The Sisters of the Society St. Pius X arrived in St. Mary’s 
in 1981 to begin their first foundation in the United 

States of America.  They came from France at the express 
wish of their father and founder, Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre, to support the priests’ apostolate with prayer 
and work, which is the special role of the congregation 
of the Society Sisters.  Over the past 40 years, 30 Sisters 
of the Society have devoted themselves to the school and 
parish of St. Mary’s.  Of the 36 professed American Sisters 
in the congregation, 17 are alumnae of the schools of St. 
Mary’s.

The Sisters have helped the priests at St. Mary’s 
mainly by teaching catechism and directing other 
extracurricular activities for girls, such as the 
Association of the Children of Mary, a schola, and 
the Eucharistic Crusade summer camps.  Currently 
the Sisters teach catechism to the Academy girls in 

The Sisters and Their St. Mary's Mission

grades 1 through 11 and the boys in grades 1 through 
4—a total of 23 religion classes, each Sister teaching 
an average of 3 classes a morning.  The Sisters also 
teach a psychology of Catholic Womanhood class 
to the senior girls twice a week. On Sundays about 
100 non-Academy children attend catechism classes 
taught by the Sisters in preparation for the reception of 
the sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Confirmation 
as well as continued study of the Faith for girls in 5th  
- 12th grades. 

After school, the Sisters direct the Association of 
the Children of Mary, a sodality of high school girls, 
which currently has about 60 members.  Founded 
in response to the express wish of Our Lady herself 
to St. Catherine Laboure at Rue de Bac, France, 
this Marian Association is officially approved by the 
Catholic Church and highly praised by popes.  Our 

by a Sister of the Society of St. Pius X

One of the first tasks of the Sisters in the parish is to prepare the children to receive well the sacraments.
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Lady promised privileged graces to those who would 
consecrate themselves to her in this Association.  
The Sisters were strongly encouraged by their Co-
Foundress, Mother Marie Gabriel (who herself 
was a member of this Association as a young girl), 
to begin a chapter of the Children of Mary in St. 
Mary’s.  What began as the St. Mary’s chapter of the 
Children of Mary with a handful of high school girls 
in 1984, now includes 270 consecrated members.  
Currently, the Sisters give the girls of the sodality a 
weekly conference and guided meditation in order to 
help them form a true Marian spirituality, mirroring 
in their souls the fiat of Our Lady.  Throughout the 
academic year, the Sisters organize various activities 
for the Children of Mary, including prairie walks, 
Christmas caroling, recollections, and pilgrimages.  
Twice a week after school, the Sisters direct the girls’ 
schola, teaching them to sing the Gregorian chant for 
the girls’ school Masses throughout the year. When 
not in the classroom, the Sisters delight in helping in 
the sacristy, primarily by caring for the laundering, 
ironing, and folding of sacred linens, albs, and 
surplices for our 12 priests.  They repair vestments, 
mend sacred linens, and starch altar cloths.  

Just as the school and parish grew over the years, 

so, too, did the Sisters’ community, which began with 
only 3 resident Sisters in 1981 and now has 9.  This 
year Sr. Mary Gemma has been given the maternal 
role of Vice-Principal of the 7th-12th grade girls, to 
assist Girls’ School Principal, Fr. Reid.    The Sisters 
look forward to spending more time with the girls 
this year, encouraging them during House meetings 
and activities.

More important than all of these activities is the 
time the Sisters spend in prayer.  Archbishop Lefebvre 
insisted that the Sisters’ first duty above all else was to 
pray, especially for priests.  The Sisters’ entire focus is 
to live the Mass with Our Lady of Compassion by the 
total offering of themselves for the Society priests, for 
their perseverance, sanctification, and apostolate.  It 
is also for this intention that the Sisters pray during 
their Eucharistic holy hour each day.  

The current crisis in the Church and in the world 
continues, but so too does the work of Archbishop 
Lefebvre, which is the work of the Catholic Church 
and of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Today our priests, 
brothers, and sisters of the Society St. Pius X strive 
to perpetuate this work, this fight for the Faith and 
the Mass of all times, following in the footsteps of 
Archbishop Lefebvre—come what may!

Prayer, contemplation, sacrifice play a significant role in their lives dedicated to the priesthood.
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After the Solemn High Mass, approximately 800 parishioners attended the anniversary festivities, which 
included a presentation of the history of the Society Sisters and their work in St. Marys.

A luncheon on the quad followed the presentation.  The young children of the parish launched nearly 500 
commemorative balloons.

October 3, 2021: St. Mary's Celebrates 40 Years of 
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the Society Sisters at the Academy and College 

Fr. Patrick Rutledge gave the Sisters a new set of vestments for their convent chapel.

The words on the Sisters' anniversary cake signified their Mary-like mission: Fiat, Stabat, Magnificat.
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Community of Sisters in 1981

Community of Sisters in 2021
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Four years ago, the Brothers of the SSPX were 
invited to St. Mary’s to talk to the Academy boys 

about their religious vocation. At the time St. Mary’s, 
the largest priory in the SSPX, could not claim one 
Society Brother as one of her sons. After that visit 
several boys from St. Mary’s entered the novitiate or 
at least considered this vocation. 

This August, thanks to the generosity of the 
superiors, another important milestone was achieved 
when two brothers were officially assigned to St. 
Mary’s. Now their relatively unknown vocation can 
become more familiar to all.

What is the vocation of a Society brother? He is 
a religious who takes vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience. Since the fall of Adam, each man must 
deal with disorder deep within caused by conflict at 
three levels:  between the body and external goods, 
between the soul and the body, and between the soul 
and God. The three vows of religion help reestablish 
order at each level:  through poverty the body is 
unencumbered by external goods; through chastity 

SSPX Brothers Stationed at St. Mary's
Fr. Patrick Rutledge, SMAC Rector

the body is more prompt to do the bidding of the 
soul; through obedience the soul is put in direct 
contact with the will of God. By making these vows, 
a Brother lives a life of separation in order to live a 
life of consecration to God and intimacy with Jesus 
Christ. Sanctity ultimately consists in a life of charity 
and living these vows removes many hindrances to 
perfecting that life.

The Society brother has a specific mission, too, 
given by Archbishop Lefebvre who wanted them to 
be “the guardian angels of our communities,” who 
edify everyone by manifesting a deeply religious spirit 
and union with God, and by working for the priests 
in the sacristy, the classrooms, and the schola, as our 
Brothers will do here.

With Brothers now in our midst and amongst 
the Academy boys, we hope that their profoundly 
religious spirit will inspire all of us. This is no small 
step forward as we strive to grow in holiness and give 
our students a sense for a life deeply imbued by the 
virtue of religion.
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After graduating from SMA and SMC, Fr. MacPherson 
studied for the priesthood at St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary 
where he was ordained in 2002.  Several years after his 
ordination, he returned for a short time to his alma mater to 
serve as a professor of theology and as the college chaplain.

Celebrating 40 Years of Catholic Liberal Arts Education

Forty years!  It is a milestone for perseverance or 
commitment-as for ordination or marriage, so 

too for an institution.  Yet the number forty also 
brings to mind notions of trial and purification, as the 
forty days of Lent or the forty years of the Hebrews in 
the desert of Sinai on being delivered from Egypt.  In 
fact, one might find parallels between the Hebrews’ 
desert sojourn and attendance at a Catholic college.  
One only need consider that these years were indeed 
years of divine schooling for the Hebrews, a schooling 
in which Divine Wisdom prepared a whole people 
for His faithful service. 

Ten terrible wonders did God inflict on the 
Egyptians to deliver His people from their bondage.  
Nevertheless, the approach of the Egyptian army at 
the borders of the Red Sea was enough to shatter 
the resolve of the people, who cried: “Perhaps 
there were no graves in Egypt, therefore thou hast 
brought us to die in the wilderness…” (Ex. 14:11).  

by Fr. Robert MacPherson, SMA '93, SMC '95 

Yet they were delivered from this threat by one of 
the greatest interventions of God in the history of 
the Old Testament-the parting of the Red Sea, 
allowing the immediate passage of the Israelites and 
the subsequent drowning of the entire Egyptian 
army.  Within a few days, however, this marvel was 
driven from their hearts by thirst, and once again 
they murmured against Providence.  Subsequent 
events follow this same pattern: the people encounter 
a trial which their natural wits cannot overcome, 
God wondrously intervenes to rescue them, not long 
after they face a new trial, and then again they are 
doubtful and embittered.  What is worthy of note is 
that these are the sentiments and actions of people 
who, in general terms, “have the Faith,” one that they 
preserved even during brutal years of enslavement.  
Little did they realize how ill-formed their Faith was, 
how tied to human weakness, how molded by their 
own preferences and influenced by a sinful world!  
The years in the desert were planned by God to elevate 
and enlighten that Faith, to purify it and to fortify it.  
The Israelites, as many today, had too much of the 
causal egotism and exaggerated confidence in their 
own outlook, history, and ideas.  They were too ready 
to judge God’s Wisdom and Goodness by their own 
standards, rather than submitting to His.

St Mary’s College provides in its own way 
this divine schooling, offering young people an 
opportunity-not granted to all-to form the mind 
and heart under higher principles than the world 
knows.  The detailed study of logic, the philosophical 
foundation for virtue, as well as an overview of 
history, the trials and triumphs of the Church, and 
an introduction to theology and apologetics-these 
are only some of those elements that craft not just a 
skill, but a person, that mold him to be governed not 
by the circumstances of his age, but by the Divine 
Counsel that transcends every age.  In addition, at 
SMC, this academic and theoretical side of one’s 
formation can be supported by the daily sacraments 
and by the liturgical and social life of a thoroughly 
Catholic community.

May these forty years be followed by forty more, 
each one generating a new rank and file of the Church 
who are governed ever more entirely by the Spirit of 
God.
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The 2020-2021 College Holy Card
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Reclaiming the Catholic Liberal Arts College

When the Jesuit school St. Mary’s College 
shut its doors in 1931 an unnamed student 

prophetically remarked “[t]he world will not see 
soon again a school like St. Mary’s.  As a school she 
was sui generis.”  In fact, the world did not 
see St. Mary’s College again until 1981, 
when “following a tradition which 
had existed at St. Mary’s for 
over 130 years,” as Fr. Bolduc 
noted at the time, it re-opened 
its doors as something totally 
unique in the 20th century: 
a fully traditional Catholic 
college in America under the 
Society of St. Pius X (SSPX).  
That new beginning launched 
a journey now in its 40th year, a 
biblically significant period recently 
commemorated here last year with the 
groundbreaking for the new Immaculata 
and in October with the celebration of the Sisters’ 
40-year apostolate in St. Marys.   The College has 
thrived and developed over the years and is ready 

for a new beginning as a four-year liberal arts degree 
program approved by the state of Kansas.

When St. Mary’s re-opened in 1981 it offered a 
baccalaureate degree, but not with formal recognition 

from the state or any other accrediting agency.  
In 1999, the college received its first 

formal approval from the Kansas Board 
of Regents (KBOR) to confer an 

associate degree and since then it has 
been offering that two-year liberal 
arts degree.  Current events as well 
as student and faculty observations 
over the years have made the 
demand for a four-year degree 
program increasingly urgent.  The 

undeniable accelerating decline 
of American culture away from 

religion and truth along with increasing 
pressure to embrace error—not to mention 

prevalent modernist educational principles—
make most higher education options untenable for 
serious Catholic students.  Former Attorney General 
William Barr observed, in accepting the Alliance 

by Dr. Matthew Childs
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Defending Freedom’s annual Edwin Meese III Award 
for Originalism and Religious Liberty in May of this 
year, “[w]e are rapidly approaching the point—if we 
have not already reached the point—at which the 
heavy-handed enforcement of secular-progressive 
orthodoxy through government-run schools is totally 
incompatible with traditional Christianity and other 
major religious traditions in our country.”  Other 
Catholic liberal arts colleges that may offer good, 
even excellent academic programs are necessarily 
compromised as the crisis in the Church intensifies—
recent restrictions of the Mass prove in practice what 
is obvious in principle: there is no middle ground 
between tradition and the revolution.  We will 
not compromise any aspect of Catholic education, 
given the clear example and direction of Archbishop 
Lefebvre who maintained that “[t]wo powerful means 
[to re-Christianize society] . . are: Ignatian retreats 
for adults and Catholic schools for the young.”  The 
College offers young adults both higher education 
and retreats, but two years is not enough time to 
prepare students adequately for a “fully human” life 
and for the ideological battles waging around them.  
Providence is urging an expansion as a moral necessity, 
and Fr. John Fullerton, soon after returning last year 
to serve as US District Superior, approved plans for 
a separate campus and a four-year curriculum for 
the College. Since Fr. Fullerton’s directive to expand, 

there have been multiple planning meetings with 
district education leaders, and the proposal was 
presented to Fr. Pagliarani who very much favors the 
expansion.  By the end of last academic year a new 
four-year liberal arts curriculum—a core curriculum 
of 123 hours with the possibility of additional elective 
courses—was developed and submitted to the KBOR 
and approved in July.  For the first time in its history 
under the SSPX, this sui generis school now has the 
legal authority to grant a baccalaureate degree.  

The curriculum will continue in the tradition 
of the liberal arts prized for centuries as education 
that “humanizes character and permits it not to 
be cruel” (Ovid).  Higher education without the 
liberal arts forms what C.S. Lewis, in The Abolition 
of Man, calls “men without chests,” hollow men, 
trained specialists, and careerists; but such education 
“develops only part of a man,” Richard Weaver notes 
in Ideas Have Consequences, and “a man partially 
developed is deformed”(56). “Throughout the 
history of Western Civilization,” observes William 
Barr, “it has been generally understood that a true 
education—as opposed to merely the conveyance 
of technical skills or vocational know-how—is 
inherently bound up with religion and morality.  It 
necessarily deals with the big questions.  Is there 
truth?  How do we arrive at the truth?  What is the 
end of life?  How should we live?” A liberal arts 
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education addresses all these questions—a Catholic 
one alone is capable of answering them fully—and 
such an education was the norm until the turn of the 
twentieth century, when men in prominent positions 
at places like Harvard University began to question 
the value of the liberal arts. “Modernity . . . created a 
new divide in an academic system already cleaved by 
the Reformation:  the traditional and the modern,” 
observes Kathleen A. Mahoney in her book, Catholic 
Education in Protestant America (59).  “Clinging to 
a prescribed, classical curriculum formulated in the 
sixteenth century,” Mahoney notes, “the Jesuits. 
. . had yet to embrace the . . . Protestant-inspired 
liberty that spun the engines of . . . progress and 
encouraged young men toward maturity through 
liberty in education” (82).  At the time, Fr. Timothy 
Brosnahan argued that “abandon[ing] the doctrine 
of unity in education . . . might produce experts. . 
. but could not develop a man” (269), lowering the 
standard of education and the intrinsic value of a 
college degree by providing “one-sided formation 
[and] unfit men for University work” (267).   Liberal 
arts education and Jesuit colleges, in particular, lost 
the battle against modernization and specialization at 
the turn of the 20th century because even Catholics 
were adopting the  utilitarian approach to higher 

education: “Catholic collegians proved the Jesuits’ 
undoing (13) . . . . numerous Catholic[s]. . . turned 
to Protestant-inspired universities for professional 
education and a collegiate experience more attuned 
to their increasingly middle-class sensibilities” (98).  
At SMC we wish to restore the tradition of the 
Jesuits of old who championed the liberal arts as part 
of an “elite group of Catholic pioneers” as Rector 
Fr. Bolduc explained in 1981, who have “all but 
vanished . . . [who] gave rise to the establishment of 
Catholic culture, which literally changed the face of 
the earth, and which made the greatest contribution 
mankind has ever known in the field of Christian 
arts. . . .” In keeping with the spirit of Archbishop 
Lefebvre we will continue to pass on what has been 
handed down and fulfill the educational mission he 
entrusted to us in the Statutes of the SSPX, 1970: 
“Schools really free from any constraint so as to 
be able to give a thoroughly Christian education 
to the young will be fostered and even founded by 
members of the Society.  From these schools will 
come vocations and Christian homes.”  St. Mary’s 
College provides the only fully traditional Catholic 
liberal arts college education in the English-speaking 
world, with uncompromised doctrine and liturgy, 
robust academics, and a wholesome community.
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