




Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Looking into the crèche, we notice the innocence of the Christ Child. He is God, Who is all-holy and utterly sinless, 
though He is destined “for the fall and the resurrection of many in Israel” (Lk 2:34). Throughout His life, Our Lord will 
remain innocent and untainted by this world that He has deigned to enter through His sacred humanity. He will eventually 
depart from His parents to go about His Father’s business, to be questioned by the malicious, to eat with great sinners, and 
to throw Himself into the thick of humanity so that He can spread the reign of God in souls.

Similarly, our students come to us in kindergarten as souls robed in their baptismal innocence, protected from the world 
and its wickedness. Their smiles manifest their simplicity of disposition and as sponges they absorb all the good that is 
offered to them. As time goes on, they will have to face the world in increasing doses and learn of its dangers while trying 
to keep their baptismal robes unsullied. 

Undaunted by the challenge—an increasingly formidable one—we form students at St. Mary’s Academy to prepare for the 
fight to maintain innocence and to be willing, even at the cost of self, to spread the reign of their Master and Lord. Every 
one of our 900 students has a God-given role in this life, for which we must prepare him or her. The work of Catholic 
education is especially crucial today, and we are fully committed to the reconquest of the world for Our Lord, Christ the 
King, but we need your help and your prayers to fulfill this mission. 

Thank you for your support and may the Christ Child bless you abundantly.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Incarnate Word,
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