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Fr. Peter Kallal, New Principal of the Girls' School
CRUSADER: Where did you receive your 
education? How did it lead you to the priesthood?

Fr. Kallal: After a year and a half of homeschooling, 
my parents began looking for a Catholic school in the 
St. Louis area for my sister 
and me to attend. A friend 
of my grandmother knew 
about the SSPX’s school 
in St. Louis, Queen of the 
Holy Rosary Academy, and 
after a single visit my twin 
sister and I were enrolled in 
the first grade.

I attended Queen of the 
Holy Rosary Academy until 
my sophomore year of high 
school when I transferred to 
Notre Dame de La Salette 
Academy which had just 
opened in Olivet, Il.  After 
three very memorable years 
there, I graduated in 2008.

Prior to the end of my senior 
year, I decided to further my 
education and was accepted 
at St. Louis University (SLU) where I began studying 
electrical engineering with a pre-med emphasis.  I 
was very interested in becoming a medical doctor—
but God had other plans.  After a year at SLU, I 
made the decision to enter the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Seminary located at that time in Winona, MN. I 
began my seminary formation in the fall of 2010 and 
was ordained in Dillwyn, VA in July 2017 along with 
Fr. John Carlisle, Fr. Jonathan Kopec, and Fr. James 
Torzala.

Undoubtedly, the contact I had with good priests 
of the SSPX and the opportunity to attend Mass 
regularly influenced my decision to enter the seminary. 
The priests’ sound advice, their good example, their 
encouragement, as well as the graces received at the 

sacrifice of the Mass led me 
to the priesthood.

CRUSADER: What 
authors have influenced 
you the most?

Fr. Kallal: That’s a difficult 
question. I have never been 
asked that before. I would 
probably have to say Fr. 
Mateo, the Great Apostle of 
the Sacred Heart, especially 
his book, Jesus King of Love, 
for his emphasis on the all-
encompassing love of the 
Sacred Heart for souls. He 
reminds us that God desires 
not the death of a sinner, but 
longs only to have his heart 
turn back, return to Him 
from the suffering in which 
he has immersed himself, 

an important reality that many Catholics, even good 
ones, have forgotten.

CRUSADER: What positions and apostolates have 
you had as a priest?

Fr. Kallal: Following my ordination in the summer 
of 2017, I was stationed at our priory in Phoenix, 
AZ, and was assigned to service our mission chapel 
of Sts. Peter and Paul located in Albuquerque, NM. 
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Dear Friends and Benefactors,

The essential goal of Catholic education must be 
explicitly supernatural, and the success of a school 
ultimately determined by how well it helps students 
to become like Our Lord Jesus Christ.  In his book 
Considerations for Christian Teachers, Br. Philip, a 
Superior-General of the Christian Brothers in the 
early 20th century, makes this very clear: “The true 
end of education is to make religion known, loved, 
and practiced. It is to give to souls the authority of 
faith, which alone can lead efficaciously to sanctity, 
and to habituate them to conform all their conduct 
to its dictates” (6).

Br. Philip’s thoughts echo those of his order’s 
founder, St. John Baptist De la Salle, whom he 
quotes as saying “God has chosen you to make Jesus 
Christ known to children, to teach them the rule of 
the Christian life and the means they should make 
use of in order to save their soul. . . . What in reality is 
a master charged with the education of the youth? He 
is a man in whose hands Jesus Christ has entrusted a 
number of children whom He has redeemed with his 
precious blood, for whom He has given up His life, 
in whom He dwells as in a temple, whom He regards 
as members of His own body, His brothers, His Co-
heirs. And for what end has He confided them to [the 
educator]? Is it merely to make them well-instructed 
men? Who will presume to say or even think so? Every 

good master places in the first rank of his obligations 
that of forming his pupils to Christian standards of 
life” (7).

In modern public schools and even in many 
Catholic institutions, whose missions are heavy with 
ecumenical overtones, education is overtly naturalistic, 
that is, entirely focused on material outcomes such as 
standardized test scores or sports programs rather than 
on man’s supernatural end, which teachers may never 
even mention.  Without identifying man’s ultimate 
end, educators cannot give students any means to 
reach it.  Naturalistic education may instruct and 
train a man, even help him to become materially 
successful in this life, but it will fail in the essential 
mission to prepare souls for eternal happiness.  Even 
character formation, which may be emphasized as an 
outcome of a secular institution but based entirely on 
natural motives, without supernatural grace, will not 
withstand the tests of time.   The Catholic educator, 
however, as Br. Philip explains, “speaks to [students] 
of honor, of expediency, of gentlemanliness; but 
he does not confine himself to these purely natural 
motives, persuaded that this would be but to build 
upon sand the edifice of their education. He returns 
ever to motives of faith, speaking to them of God, 
of Jesus Christ, of their last end, of grace, of the 
obligation to obey the Church. His purpose is always 
to form Jesus Christ in them” (9)

This supernatural work of education is difficult—
and an increasingly foreign notion in our secular, 
progressive culture—so we must remind ourselves 
often that it is the most important aspect of what 
we do in our schools and remain vigilant in resisting 
the naturalism that virtually destroyed Catholic 
education in the 20th century by consistently turning 
our attention back to Our Lord Jesus Christ who is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life— the only Savior of 
the human race.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Sacred Heart,
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Pier Giorgi Frassati's last climb is featured on the card 
bearing the SMA theme of the year, excelsior, to inspire 
students to strive for excellence and to rise heavenward.



SMA Football Graduates to 11-Man

In the summer of 1945, Pope Pius XII delivered an 
address to a group of Italian sportsmen emphasizing 

the proper role of athletics in Catholic education. 
He posited that “sport, properly directed, develops 
character, makes a man courageous, a generous 
loser, and a gracious victor; it refines the senses, 
gives intellectual penetration, and steels the will to 
endurance” (“Sport at the Service of the Spirit” July 
29, 1945). The SMA athletic department uses the 
Pope’s words as a touchstone for its athletic programs. 
We expect our students to challenge themselves at the 
highest level that they can, whether they are playing 
soccer, baseball, football, basketball, golf, or cross-
country racing.  Competing at a high level demands 
courage and virtue, whether our athletes win or lose, 
which is why we made the decision to move up from 
8 to 11-man football and a consistently challenging 
level of competition. 

From 2010-2021, the football team’s record in 
8-man football was 88 wins and 20 losses; 44 of 
those winning games were ended early due to the 
45-point mercy rule in high school football. Most 
games were played against other 8-man teams in the 
Kansas Christian Athletic Association (KCAA), an 
organization of Christian homeschool groups and 
private schools that are not members of the Kansas 
State High School Activities Association (KSHSAA).  
We have competed with KCAA teams to facilitate 
scheduling and to compete for a postseason title 

and a league championship, but because our student 
body has continued to grow over the years, we are 
simply too big to continue competing against small 
schools in 8-man football. In KSHSAA only schools 
that have fewer than 100 students in grades 9-11 are 
allowed to field an 8-man football team. SMA has 
had at least 150 students in these grades since 2008. 

Many of our other sports teams have been able 
to compete successfully against schools significantly 
larger than SMA. In 2014 the soccer team bolstered 
its schedule with 4 significantly larger KSHSAA 
schools, and now SMA soccer plays at least half 
of its games against high schools in the 4A-6A 
classifications, with student populations grades 9-12 
ranging from 330 to 1600. This aggressive scheduling 
provides the opportunity for our athletes to achieve 
at a higher level and to aspire for more significant 
wins.  While there certainly have been more losses 
than there were before, the boys have been challenged 
and have succeeded consistently over the last 5 years 
against 6A schools, such as Junction City, which has 
1580 students. Our golf and cross-country teams also 
compete in several multi-team races and tournaments 
each year against 5A and 6A schools. 

While we anticipate more losses as we move 
to 11-man football, we look forward to these as 
opportunities to pursue the higher goals of the 
athletic department—character development and 
virtuous sportsmanship.

by Thomas Varnado,  former Athletic Director
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The Hidden Artists of the Immaculata
by Fr. Jonathan Kopec, Chaplain of St. Luke's Guild

In a relatively small village southwest of Paris, stands 
one of the greatest monuments of ecclesiastical 

architecture: the massive Cathedral of Chartres. 
Stretching its walls of colored glass farther into the sky 
than one would think possible, its arches and buttresses 
span more than just impressive distances of light and 
space, they have stood solidly and beautifully for well 
over a millennium. Chartres is considered by 
many to be the highpoint of the Gothic 
era, a pinnacle of 
Catholic art.

Perhaps even more 
impressive than its 
sheer magnitude and 
beauty, is the work 
that had to happen 
for the magnificent 
church to exist at 
all. The main part 
of its construction 
took most of 
half a century 
to complete, and the 
entire structure is 
the work not only of centuries, but also of 
generations of Catholic souls.  Despite that enormous 
collaboration, we know less about those individuals 
than we do about the bricks of the cathedral. There 
must have been a chief architect, but no one knows 
who he was; there were countless hands that labored 
upon each facet of the cathedral, and yet, besides 
the stamps of the prominent guilds and the records 
of some notable benefactors, there cannot be found 
anywhere in Chartres the signature of an aspiring 

artist or any other individual acknowledgment, nor 
does the historical record refer to the builders, cutters, 
and painters except collectively. 

“May not this relation of his work to an objective 
truth be precisely the reason why the name and 
memory of the master of Chartres could so easily 
have passed into oblivion? Man has always craved 
recognition and fame, and medieval man was no 
exception. But an individual’s achievement may 

be absorbed by a reality that 
is far more than personal. 
In this case his work will 
speak to us not as the 
artist’s unique experience 
but as the expression of 
universal truth. The author 
of a sublime achievement 
of this kind, paradoxically 
enough, recedes behind 
his work; we are absorbed 
infinitely more with the 
objective reality to which 
this work bears witness than 
we are with the individual 

mind that created it.” (Otto van Simson, The 
Gothic Cathedral, Princeton University Press, 
1956, p. 231)
In this way the great cathedrals of the Middle 

Ages are a testimony to some particularly beautiful 
aspects of the Catholic Faith, and it is our great honor 
to continue in this tradition of our ancestors. We, 
too, build for something much more than ourselves 
or any worldly gain or glory. Our new Immaculata 
will be a physical manifestation continued on page 8
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A guild member embroiders the gold lettering for the cover of the Immaculata's main altar.



2022 Alaska Voyage

This summer members of the Knights of the Immaculata and the Honor Guard of our 
Lady were led by their intrepid chaplains, Frs. Kopec and Kracht, on an odyssey farther 

than they’ve ever gone before. Taking advantage of covid-reduced-price airline tickets, eighty 
young men left Kansas to face the still-wild vastness of Alaska and the challenges, not only 
of moose and mountains, but also of quinoa and appendicitis. The boys returned home gruff 
and sage with the lingering flame of exploration.
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The Consecration of the Bells

On September 10, His Excellency Bernard Fellay consecrated the five bells and blessed 
the cornerstone for the new Immaculata.  Hundreds of parishioners braved the 

downpour of rain to witness the ceremony.  The pictures of the event were provided by 
Vincent Clarendon (SMA '22), the photographer for the Immaculata project.



For five years I was responsible 
for basic parish duties in the priory and teaching in 
the lower school in Phoenix.  Every weekend I flew to 
Albuquerque to take care of the faithful there, serving 
as well on the board of the parish school, Nuestra 
Señora la Conquistadora Academy.

CRUSADER: What spirit do you want to foster 
among the students of the Girls’ School? How do 
you plan to cultivate such a spirit? 

Fr. Kallal: I hope to continue helping the students 
to love their Academy with a sincere profound 
appreciation for what they are being given spiritually 
and intellectually.

How to cultivate this is the big question, isn’t it? I 
don’t have the answer quite pinned down yet.  In the 

near term I will be relying on the experience of those 
who have been in the school much longer than I have, 
especially the vice-principal Sr. Mary Gemma, as I 
learn more about the Academy and spend more time 
with our students. One initiative which I mentioned 
at the beginning of this year is to encourage fathers 
to continue to be attentive and engaged in their 
daughters’ education—both at home and in the 
Academy.

CRUSADER: What other objectives do you have 
for the Girls’ School? 

Fr. Kallal: May the Girls’ School continue to be a 
docile instrument in the hands of God and His 
Mother to guide these young ladies, the future of our 
society and the Catholic Church, on the road that 
God has laid out for each of them.
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of the Faith itself: a refuge of 
salvation, spanning generations, indicating to all men 
who see her the glory of God and the permanence 
of His teaching. Through our work on the building 
and as adherents of the Faith, we lose, or rather give, 
some of our individuality and become 
immersed in something much greater 
than ourselves, the ocean of God’s 
divine love, as members of the 
Mystical Body.

The construction of 
the Immaculata bears a 
similarity to the works 
of old in another more 
practical sense, too. The 
medieval community 
banded together to build a 
church for their homeland. 
It was the common labor of 
all who would eventually share 
their adoration together there as 
they had shared their offering in its 
making.  Those who could not build 
physically (back then the minority of 
men and women) would do what they 
could by making financial contributions. Today, due 
to the change in our manner of living, in addition 
to the endless laws and codes that make our physical 
contribution more or less impossible, it is now the 
majority of parishioners who take their authentic 
part in the raising of Our Lady’s Church financially 
rather than by laying bricks. 

There is a small group in our community who 
have the great privilege of contributing to the 
Immaculata as did the artisans of old. Late last winter 

an organization of SMA students, alumni, and 
teachers formed to apply their art to the splendor of 
the liturgy in our new church. The “St. Luke’s Guild” 
includes about sixty members of the parish and our 
Sisters: painters, calligraphers, sculptors, seamstresses, 

embroiderers, and digital designers, all 
offering their time, talents, and skills 

to make fine pieces of liturgical 
art: some for the altars—cards 

and prayers, cloths, covers and 
chalice linens—as well as 
statues, tables, book covers, 
and other unique items. 
The work is extremely 
detailed, requiring an 
enormous amount of time 
and effort from beginning 
to end, creative work that 

is  not merely efficient or cost 
effective, but art in the truest 

sense,  products of the heart in 
imitation of the work of the Divine 

Artist and Father, offered in the service 
of our Blessed Lord and the honor of 
His Mother.

We are very grateful to all our benefactors who 
make the building and its furnishings possible, and 
we are truly blessed to have our own Crusaders, 
Sisters, and parishioners donating the work of their 
hands to the Immaculata, as well. 

The products of the St. Luke’s Guild will be 
“on display” the night before the Immaculata’s 
consecration ceremony, when the Bishop will 
solemnly bless them as part of the consecration vigil.

The logo of the Guild of St. Luke
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