


Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Let us not be fooled by what we see in the manger 
at Bethlehem. The weakness of a little child, the 
poverty of the Mary and Joseph, and the anticlimactic 
circumstances of a long-awaited advent are far from 
what we thought God’s coming into this world would 
be. Yet, like the feeble-minded shepherds whose faith 
was great, we are asked to make a profound act of faith 
in the divinity of the Christ Child and to understand 
what a pivotal moment in human history his entrance 
into this world was. The divinity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ substantially united to a human nature is the 
beginning not only of our salvation but of our true 
dignity as men, which was explained so beautifully 
in a famous Christmas-day sermon of Pope Leo the 
Great:

“Our Savior, dearly-beloved, is born today: let us be 
glad. For there is no proper place for sadness when we 
are keeping the birthday of Life, which destroys the fear 
of mortality and brings to us the joy of promised eternity. 
There is for all one common measure of joy, because as 
Our Lord, the destroyer of sin and death, finds no one 
free of blame so does He come to free us all. Let the saint 
exult in that he draws near to victory. Let the sinner be 
glad in that he is invited to pardon. Let the gentile take 
courage that he is called to life.



Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Incarnate Word,

Dear Christian, acknowledge your dignity in Christ, 
and, becoming a partner in His divine nature, refuse to 
go back to vile baseness of your old, degenerate conduct. 
Remember the Head and the Body of which you are a 
member. Recall that you were rescued from the power of 
darkness and brought into God’s light and kingdom. By 
the mystery of holy baptism, you were made the temple 
of the Holy Spirit: do not put such a guest to flight by 
continuing in sin, whereby you would subject yourself 
once more to the devil’s power. 

Because your ransom money is the very Blood of Christ; 
because He shall judge you in truth, Who ransomed you 
in mercy; Who with the Father and the Holy Spirit reigns 
for ever and ever. Amen.”

I wish you all a most blessed Christmas, and thank 
you sincerely for all of the support you have shown 
to St. Mary’s Academy and College over the last year.
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